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NABCEP - Certification Data 

Industry Updates:
● In 2024, companies reported a jump from 11% to 

30% in the share of employees holding NABCEP 
certifications—nearly a threefold increase in just one 
year!

● 36% of hiring managers in the solar industry ranked 
industry certification as one of the top four most 
important traits when evaluating candidates.

Reference: NEW: 2024 Solar Industry Survey Report Just 
Released! - NABCEP

https://www.nabcep.org/news/new-2024-solar-industry-survey-report-just-released/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.nabcep.org/news/new-2024-solar-industry-survey-report-just-released/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


NABCEP - Certification Data 

Benefits:
● Helps you get hired: employers are actively seeking certified 

talent.
○ 35% found employment via certification

● Better pay: certification equates to a noticeable salary bump.
○ $11,000 average annual salary increase
○ 70%  received a salary boost post-certification

● Faster placement: especially for job seekers.
● Career progression: for some, certification is the gateway to 

running their own company.
○ 26% of certified professionals started own business 

ventures
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NABCEP - Associate Certification  

Audience
● Entry level workers

Career Launchpad
● May support pathways into PV Design, PV Technical Sales 

or Heat Pumps
Enhanced Employability
● Preferred qualification by employers, especially for 

entry-level roles.
● Helps trainees access internships, apprenticeships, or 

training-to-employment pathways.
● Adds credibility, especially when applying for jobs in 

states that value NABCEP standards or require NABCEP 
certification.



PV Installer Specialist (PVIS) Certification  

Eligibility Requirements
● Minimum age: 18 years
● Pre-requisites: 

○ At least 24 hours of advanced PV installation training, 
including:
■ 18 hours aligned with the PVIS Job Task Analysis 

(JTA)
■ 6 hours of National Electrical Code (NEC) training

○ Safety: Completion of OSHA 10-hour Construction 
Industry Training

○ Experience: Documented installation experience in a 
decision-making role, totaling 6 project credits

● Exam: 70-question multiple choice exam, taken in-person or 
via remote proctoring  

https://midwestrenew.org/pvis/


PV Installer Specialist (PVIS) Certification  

IBT Alignment:
● IBT provides NABCEP-recognized 

Continuing Education Units (CEUs) 
aligned with the PVIS JTA.

● IBT fulfills the 24 hour training 
requirement.

● Ideal for trainees pursuing hands-on 
installation roles.



PV Installation Professional (PVIP) 
Certification  
Eligibility Requirements:
● Prerequisites:

○ Training:
■ 58 hours of advanced PV training
■ 10 hours of OSHA Construction Industry Training

○ Experience: Completion of PV installations totaling 6 
project credits, with documentation of system details and 
the applicant’s role

○ Exam: Covers design, installation, commissioning, and 
maintenance; can be taken before completing experience 
under the Board Eligible pathway

○ Board Eligible Option: Allows candidates to take the 
exam first and submit experience later (within 3 years) 



PV Installation Professional (PVIP) 
Certification  

IBT Alignment:
● IBT contributes toward the 58-hour 

training requirement.
● Trainees can stack IBT with additional 

coursework and experience to qualify for 
PVIP.

● Ideal for those aiming for supervisory, 
design, or project management roles.



NABCEP - Associate Certification  

Eligibility
● Education Pathway: Complete a course with a Registered NABCEP 

Associate Provider (online or in person)
○ https://coursecatalog.nabcep.org/
○ GRID is working on becoming an Associate Provider 

OR 
● Experience Pathway: Document at least 6 months of full-time employment 

related to the technology
○ 910 hours of experience (26 weeks x 35 hours)
○ SolarCorps fellowships can count towards these hours

https://coursecatalog.nabcep.org/


NABCEP Resources



NABCEP Resources
Website: 
● NABCEP Home - NABCEP

Scholarships and Grants: 
● Les Nelson Scholarship Fund for Volunteers : Les 

Nelson Scholarship - NABCEP
● DOE–NABCEP Veteran Workforce Program: 

DOE Awards NABCEP Funding for Program With 
Veterans - NABCEP 
○ Who: Veterans training in solar installation and 

seeking leadership roles.
● DOE- State Energy Program Funding: Alternative 

Fuels Data Center: State Energy Program (SEP) 
Funding

NABCEP Career Page:
● Career Resources 

https://www.nabcep.org/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23085959401&gclid=CjwKCAjwpOfHBhAxEiwAm1SwEtxKCnUinw6PpI50HSaYW4vGrfJMxmhFHn4j8e0NK438yl-UkKBC5RoCPoIQAvD_BwE
https://www.nabcep.org/les-nelson-scholarship/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.nabcep.org/les-nelson-scholarship/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.nabcep.org/awards/doe-awards-nabcep-funding-for-program-with-us-veterans/
https://www.nabcep.org/awards/doe-awards-nabcep-funding-for-program-with-us-veterans/
https://afdc.energy.gov/laws/317
https://afdc.energy.gov/laws/317
https://afdc.energy.gov/laws/317
https://jobs.nabcep.org/jobseekers/

