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Black Hills Energy Partners with GRID Alternatives Colorado to Bring
More Community Solar to the City of Pueblo

New projects will deliver 2.5 megawatts of solar power to the Pueblo community, more than 60
percent of which will be dedicated to low-income and affordable housing customers

Media Contacts:
Julie Rodriguez, Black Hills Energy, 719-546-5802, julie.rodriguez@blackhillscorp.com
Sarah Bucci, GRID Alternatives, 720-452-5562, sbucci@gridalternatives.org

PUEBLO, CO; November 1, 2018 — Today, Black Hills Energy announced the selection of
GRID Alternatives Colorado to construct two community solar projects in the City of Pueblo as a
means of expanding the economic and environmental benefits of renewable energy to families
that wouldn’t otherwise be able to install their own rooftop solar.

More than 60 percent of the capacity stemming from the 2.5-megawatt projects will be
dedicated to providing cost savings for low-income and affordable housing customers within
Black Hills’ Southern Colorado service territory. Additionally, GRID Alternatives Colorado will
lead solar industry workforce development training throughout the course of the project and
offer volunteer and training opportunities to the broader community.

“Our goal is to deliver safe, reliable energy for our 96,000 Southern Colorado customers, while
also creating options for customers interested in renewable energy,” said Vance Crocker, vice
president of operations for Black Hills Energy. “We're incredibly grateful for the collaborative
spirit shown by the City of Pueblo and the Housing Authority in siting the projects and for
making renewable energy more accessible to their residents. Projects that make such a
significant impact are only possible through partnerships like these and we look forward to our
continued work with the City."

“At GRID Alternatives Colorado, we know renewable energy has the power to lift up
communities,” said Adrienne Dorsey, executive director of GRID Alternatives Colorado. “We are
looking forward to working with Black Hills Energy and other local partners to bring affordable
renewable energy and workforce training opportunities to the Pueblo community through these
projects.”



GRID Alternatives Colorado is leader in making clean, affordable solar power and solar jobs
accessible to underserved communities. GRID Colorado has partnered with the City of Pueblo
and the Housing Authority to site the projects and subscribe the projects’ capacity.

“These community solar garden projects are a game changer for our City’s Housing Authority
and our residents,” said Ted Ortiviz, executive director for the Housing Authority of the City of
Pueblo (HACP). “This firmly establishes HACP as an energy conservation and renewable
energy industry leader in Colorado and we’re excited the gardens will help bring much-needed
job training and employment opportunities to our residents considering a career in Colorado’s
booming solar industry.”

Earlier this year, Black Hills Energy completed 2.5 megawatts of community solar in Rocky Ford
and Ordway, Colorado, delivering on its commitment to add more renewable energy options for
customers.

GRID Alternatives Colorado is an affiliate of GRID Alternatives, the nation’s largest nonprofit
solar installer, bringing clean energy technology and job training to low-income families and
underserved communities through a network of community partners, volunteers, and
philanthropic supporters. GRID Colorado has installed over 5 megawatts of solar for low-income
households and over 2,300 individuals have completed job training since 2013. In 2017, GRID
Colorado completed a $1.2 million community solar pilot project with the Colorado Energy Office
(CEOQ) designed to demonstrate the benefits of community solar for low-income communities
across the state. For more information, visit gridalternatives.org/colorado.

Black Hills Energy is a natural gas and electric utility serving 1.25 million customers in eight
states: Arkansas, Colorado, lowa, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, South Dakota and Wyoming.
Black Hills Energy is part of Black Hills Corp. (NYSE: BKH), a customer-focused, growth-
oriented utility company based in Rapid City, South Dakota, with a tradition of improving life with
energy and a vision to be the energy partner of choice. More information is available at
www.blackhillscorp.com and www.blackhillsenergy.com.
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